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Passage Study
Leader:  For the “Word” portion of your small group time, I recommend the following steps, but feel free to change it to fit your group’s needs.

· Go around the room, taking turns reading a few verses until the whole passage has been read.
· Have everybody take a couple minutes to silently “process” this passage on their own and write notes in the right column.  Have them take note of patterns, key words, the logic of the text, and write any questions they may have about the text.
· Have an “open floor” time for a few minutes to talk about what they discovered in the passage.

· Go over the Reflection Questions

· IMPORTANT:  Leave enough time to discuss the Application Questions
	2 Corinthians 9:6-15 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7  Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8  And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9  As it is written:

“He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor;


his righteousness endures forever.”
10  Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11  You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.
12  This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13  Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. 14  And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15  Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
	


Reflection Questions
Leader:  Don’t feel like you have to cover all these questions.  Just pick the most relevant ones.

· In verse 6, Paul uses the analogy of planting seeds (sowing) and harvesting a crop (reaping).  Why is this such a fitting analogy for giving?
· Sacrifice – It’s back-breaking work to plant seeds in a field (the way they used to do it)

· Delayed gratification – When we plant seeds, we don’t always see the immediate effects

· Nourishment – We cannot cause growth, so we must depend on God to do that

· Fruit – Provides nourishment to the eater

· Multiplication – When the fruit comes, it “multiplies” in the sense that each fruit contains more seeds for more planting and more reaping

· Other connections?

· According to verse 7, what is God really after?  Why do you think God’s love aligns best with our cheerfulness rather than our stinginess in giving?
· “Giving, like love, cannot be forced.  Paul may even be suggesting that giving under compulsion can be dangerous to your spiritual health.  As you consider your faith promise, pray not only that God will guide you in your giving, but that He will give you a longing to give.  Ask that this desire will be so great that it would hurt too much not to give” (Faith Promise Devotional, p. 21).

· What does God promise us as we give?

· Verse 8

· All grace abound

· All things

· All times

· All that you need

· Every good work

· Notice how many universals (all, every)?

· Is God a stingy God?  How would it change your life if you really believed this verse?
· Verses 9-10
· Jesus is our model (v. 9):  When He gave, it didn’t “deplete” his righteousness, but rather established it forever.
· So it is with us (v. 10).  God promises to give us not only our bread to live on, but also the seed for the sower (resources to give away, based on v. 6).

· And as we give, He promises to increase our store of seed to continue giving more away (this is seen even more clearly in the next verse, v. 11).
· In verses 11-14, Paul lists at least seven reasons why God blesses us with resources.  What are they?
· God gives to us so that we will be generous on every occasion (v. 11)

· God gives to us so that our generosity toward others will result in their thankfulness (v. 11)

· God gives to us so that our generosity will supply the needs of others (v. 12)

· God gives to us so that our generosity will cause overflowing thankfulness (v. 12)

· God gives to us so that when we give, it adds credibility to our testimony (v. 13)

· God gives to us so that people will praise God, not only for our words, but our deeds (v. 13)

· God gives to us so that as we give, the recipients will in turn pray for us (v. 14)

· What themes do you notice among these various reasons?

· John Piper Quote (Faith Promise Devotional, p. 12):  “Let me stress that God is not promising to make generous Christians wealthy.  He is promising to make generous Christians capable of even greater generosity.”

· Taking all the above reasons together, what’s at stake when we don’t give cheerfully, liberally, and sacrificially?  What do we (and others) miss out on?

· In verse 15, Paul roots this entire discussion of giving in the Gospel, what Paul calls “his indescribable gift” to us.  Take a couple minutes and list as many blessings from God that you can think of that you are personally enjoying right now.  (If you need help thinking of some, read 1 John 3:1; 1 Pet 1:3-9; Eph 1:3-14.)  Consider that these are all things God has given us cheerfully, liberally, and sacrificially in Christ.
· How does God’s “indescribable gift” to us (the Gospel) affect how and why we give?
Application Questions

· Do an honest “heart check.”  How are you feeling about all this?  What do you think is at the “root” of those feelings?  How do those feelings reflect what you believe about God?
· One question we naturally have is, “Where is the money going to come from?”  It can be tempting to “do nothing” or simply “wait” until God drops extra money in our laps.  But because the point of Faith Promise is to change our hearts and increase our faith, there are many other possible sources that God can use to fulfill His promise to provide for us as we step out in faith.  Consider the following practical ideas (borrowed from Faith Promise Devotional, pp. 13-14):
Ideas for Creatively Generating Extra Income:

· One man made an investment and dedicated all the proceeds to his faith promise
· A woman with a special recipe made and sold a Vidalia onion relish

· A housewife did word processing for people on the side

· Teenagers engaged in extra lawn work and babysitting

· God might give opportunity for a second job

· A person might add a few hours per week to their current job, or add a few more clients

· Making crafts or baked goods, or other “fund-raiser” ideas as families or small groups

Ideas for Lifestyle Changes (ways to increase available income from existing sources):

· Pray and ask God to show us things we can do without
· Put the brakes on impulse spending

· Shop for groceries with a list and stick to the list

· Cut back on dining out

· Take less expensive vacations

· Buy used cars rather than new, or stick with an existing car for longer
· Work on developing more of a heart of contentment
· Using the list of practical ideas above, list a few practical ideas that you will commit to praying about and consider implementing.
Heb. 13:5-6 Be content with what you have, because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.”  6 So we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?”






















































PAGE  
1

